
“The books stand open and the 
gates unbarred…”

Seamus Heaney

Villanelle for an Anniversary, for Harvard’s 350th anniversary



International Students at Harvard
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International: Students who are neither U.S. citizens nor permanent residents

Degree and certificate-seeking students only

Enrollment as of October 15th of each academic year



International Postdocs at Harvard, 2006 to 2015
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Harvard International Postdocs as % of US Total
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Canada’s Surge is Real

…another year of very strong growth…

…reached its long-term target…450,000 foreign students by 2022…five years 

ahead of schedule…

…international students in Canada…increased…120% between 2010 and 

2017…41% between 2015 and 2017…

…big jump in international student numbers… 

…new students entering Canada for the first time…22% increase compared 

to 2015…

2017 SURVEY

How international students 

ranked Canada and US higher 

ed out of top five English-

speaking countries on:

AFFORDABILITY

Canada: 1st US: 4th

EDUCATIONAL QUALITY

US: 1st Canada: 3rd

SAFETY

Canada: 1st US: 5th

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Canada: 1st US: 4th

VISA REQUIREMENTS

Canada: 1st US: 5th


